
Prof. Baumer SDS 355: Trade Deadline Sep 8, 2025

Activity: MLB Trade deadline

It’s July 18th, 2004 and you are the general manager of the New York Mets. You’ve just beaten your division
rival, the Philadelphia Phillies, to move within 2 games of the division lead. The NL East standings on the
next morning are:

teamID G W L wpct RS RA
ATL 91 48 43 0.527 446 390
PHI 91 48 43 0.527 468 439
NYN 91 46 45 0.505 399 381
FLO 91 45 46 0.495 381 397
MON 91 32 59 0.352 302 436

You have an important decision to make. If the Mets make the playoffs, your job will be secure and you will
get a bonus. If the Mets don’t make the playoffs, your job could be in jeopardy. For the purposes of this
exercise, assume that the Mets will make the playoffs if they finish 2nd (or better) in the division. You can
improve your chances of making the playoffs this season by trading some of your best minor league players for
some lousy team’s good major league players (whose contracts will expire at the end of the season). However,
the loss of those minor league players may came back to haunt you in a few years, so you can’t just give
them away for nothing.

1. The Mets current winning percentage is .505 after 91 games. If they continue winning at that pace,
how many of their 162 games will they win?

2. Brainstorm and write down at least three limitations for this projection.

3. What is the Mets run differential through 91 games? Also compute this for the other teams in the NL
East.

4. How would you characterize the Mets standing among the other teams in the division?

5. How might runs scored and runs allowed be useful in improving your projection?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_(sports)#MLB_2
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Relationship between run differential and wins

Consider the following plot, which shows the relationship between wins per 162 games and run differential for
all teams since 1954.
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1. Describe the relationship between run differential and wins (e.g., form, direction, and strength).

2. If the Mets continue to score and allow runs at their current pace, what will their run differential be at
the end of the season?

3. Draw and label the point on the plot that would correspond to the Mets.

4. Using the data from the plot, how many games do you project that the Mets will win?

5. What do you think the Mets chances are for making the playoffs? Do you think they should go for it?1

1Read this to find out what actually happened.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Kazmir#Tampa_Bay_Devil_Rays_/_Rays
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